CHAPTER   X
THE   WORKING   CLASS   IN
DEMOCRACY
BUT what can be done if the consciousness of Man-in-
Society cannot attain knowledge of the body of Man-
in-Society? If politics remains ignorant of economics,
what can men do to avert disaster? It is foolishness to
preach violent revolution, or to advocate a form of
revolution which can be achieved or defended only by
civil war; for that is the disaster. International war is
the disaster, too. They are both alike forms of the
same disaster. Be revolutionary we must, or there is
disaster; disrupt the consciousness of society by violence
we must not, for that is the disaster. Both imperatives
are peremptory. There is only one way: it may seem
Utopian. Still, it is the only way. That way is through
revolutionary moral and religious change in the
individual citizen of democracy. If that is impossible,
then the advance to a socialist society is impossible.
In order to understand this we must examine more
closely the nature of the change that overtakes the
proletariat when, by the achievement of complete
democracy, in the formal sense (that is, the election of
a sovereign representative by universal adult franchise),
it enters into the bourgeois political society. Between
the pre-democratic proletariat and the post-democratic
working class, there is a difference in kind. It is a
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